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At this national forum, held in
Tokyo for the first time in 20 years, diverse
peoples from inside and outside of Japan
gather under the theme of, "Meeting and
experiencing manifold immigrant ethnicities
and cultures, and through dialogue and
deepened interactions, thinking about how
together we may create a multicultural
and multiethnic society where we may
live in harmony." On the inaugural day of
the plenary session, we first affirmed the
meaning of Japan as a "multi-ethnic and
multi-cultural society" consisting of people
with diverse backgrounds. From that starting
point, we formed 15 subcommittees dealing
with separate themes and sharing issues in
exploratory discussions. On the second day
of the plenary session, we came together
to consider steps towards a desirable
immigration policy from the perspectives of
recent migrants, long-term residents and
permanent residents.

If we look back at the developments
of postwar Japan, we have seen a certain
amount of progress concerning the rights of
established long-term foreign residents in
areas such as social security social security,
seen in the case of ethnic Koreans in Japan
for example who have a background of living
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Solidarity with Migrants Japan Forum

in Tokyo 2019
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under colonial rule. However, issues remain
in other areas: for example, in regional
suffrage, acquisition of citizenship as a right
- as well as dual or multiple-citizenship. In
addition, ethnic discrimination still remains
strong, as symbolized by the problem of
excluding Korean schools from tuition-free
high school status.

Since the 1980's, together with
global migration patterns, there has been a
significant increase in immigrants of various
backgrounds living in Japan. Due to the lack
of institutional support programs in areas
such as the maintenance of native languages/
cultures, Japanese language learning
opportunities, and vocational training,
more than half the foreigners residing in
Japan today, who could rightfully be called
"immigrants," have many difficulties. And
a major change since the last national
forum held in Tokyo has been the spread of
various ethnic communities, along with the
development of social movements and citizen
activism by the immigrants themselves. In
various fields, there has been a flourishing of
activism too, particularly amongst second-
generation and mixed heritage youth, and
a corresponding increase in the number of
people acquiring Japanese citizenship.



Whilst these circumstances are
prevalent the Japanese government, focusing
on the area of labor shortage, passed the
Revised Immigration Law last December,
which has led to an open and headlong
acceptance of non-skilled workers, while at
the same time laying out "comprehensive
measures for social integration." However,
the legislative process was strongly coercive,
and lacked open discussion based on the
perspectives of recent migrants, long-
term, and permanent foreign residents
themselves. With these kinds of hastily and
sloppily formulated systems and policies,
it appears extremely difficult to create a
harmoniously diverse society that respects
identity and human rights, and rather it
may unfortunately increase the possibility
of human rights abuses of immigrants.
Actually, the present immigration policy is a
preservation of the technical intern training
system in which human rights violations and
labor problems have long continued, and a
further worsening of the situation for refugee
applicants who are denied basic protections
under the refugee recognition system and
the inhumane treatment of undocumented
foreign residents, as can be seen in the
prolongation of detention and various other
suppressions.

In recent years, the number of people
staying in Japan in the short and medium-
term has increased rapidly due to tourism,
work, and studying abroad, among other
things, and due to the declining birthrate
and ageing population, it is expected that
the number of people moving to Japan,

AE7E—IV (EX)

settling here, and permanently living here will
increase more in the future. There are high
expectations on Japan, the host country
of next year's Tokyo Olympic/Paralympic
Games, to uphold the concept of respecting
diversity and to take a global outlook from
the perspective of human rights. Given
the changing nature of Japanese society,
it is necessary to enact world standard
laws prohibiting racism and a fundamental
law that establishes the principle of
“symbiosis.” Further, based on the principle
of "symbiosis," or "living harmoniously
in diversity," it is necessary to establish
social integration policies and create an
organization of expert authorities for that
purpose.

Up until today we have been working
towards a society where as diverse people,
we understand each other, our self-
determination is respected, and we can
live together on an equal basis. With this
nationwide forum today, we will go forth,
holding hands, putting our heads together,
and deepening our solidarity in the school,
the workplace, local communities, and
everywhere we go, to realize a multiethnic
and multicultural society where we live in
harmony and cherish each other.

June 2, 2019
All Participants,

Solidarity with Migrants Japan Forum
in Tokyo 2019
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